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exploiter of natives.

G wo
2 THAT

1 was sorting out some old paper?iajfggygaYB
came 1a0rogs some ritinge dating pack to my 8eIV C%Wl x
T had a phas3 back then of writinz, 8/F,nod3rn 7oz, WAL,
sbout ovarything....not only did this keop me amusecd
hour on watch,but it 2180 prpvlﬁad aLme.ao_'n
am by ariting By fallowe into the egorlus,%dad
ar according to my inclinationinn% tﬁigrzgsizal

12 $frin a.look 2

rlees chuckla. frirnstancse, hig B Aok

their, functions. A8 drawn up by re &

Tinston carp) on
olony (Wins® ) o

y&sae,
and 1ike just
happy for many 2 long

atting off ste
5 fair or foul ¢characht
my matas with many a har
1ist of charachters, and

in 154 or 55 or &0. ( ) /
Lt /Com Burch, TC. OGC gero) o/c Terran e v
Vega v11{ Brian Birch was in nmy favour just then you gee, 80

e a2 hero. . . }

" prof Jean Ingrar. Phd.,Bhb.(Lady,herozna) 0oC Biology.
o ha .is "sho" and heroine, for laughs.

ruthlaes

: goo lcke... B
Ingramﬁimgghdygﬂirons (villain) pbulti-millionare.owns mines.: _
(I was fed up with Hir-ns at the time..s0.
Ogok—-onefil H-oans, ¢hief of Kcngawonga triberﬂpout to .burp off
for rans because of Hamish McHircns! nefarious activmtzes...Oﬁ has 2
subtle new mathod of carrying cui his purp-off pland. .
0 M-cane,..2lias sgt., Frank Moane, Irich,of AT Traffic,ny
irmeadiate guperior....is any othar rcason for including him 1n the
story really nacessary?. (known 1o thz lads as "0ld Hoan™). ;

+ was? and cf course I used to write lots of the
g/F adventure,a "Wooden Horse" ona,a wonderful

darn things...Lots o?f
scriptivly enought,"Hell'is‘graen,& full of Japs",
pecsad to be a gort of parody

lurid thing called,de
ar! it was sreat fun. (that story was sup _
Lulu Lewis,Lt murton,and all theo othars

of Flynn types averyvhers. ).
cither as rouges or heros,averynne of them at some tima got written
into -one of my stories. _ i
Haw,haw,haw, .jest cane acrocs a stery of happy,nad,

memories...Gen%lemen!,i give ycu,...FORT GOONI!t ), -

oh Bhoy,that was 1 scream., pirty Dog Murton,Major in the
5th(9r_7th?) cavalry,bounder and all that,....Anno gtanford, .the zizl
hero1ne..lapgh,was-F/L standord,2 good type,a Tower offiger, Sorie poor
bloke, Ah,Leigh, is dipguised as Barry E Leo, fearlass frontiessman, (I
got a nice spop &f burning at wthe stake lined up for him,..I intended
to kill the hero and ,let the villain,er,do his worst on the fair dansel
weeel, it makes a change. Net that it did him_any gocd,I arranged for y

Tonmy Ingram,(ae.col.Inqram,i/c Court Martial) to knock off Murton in

a gun-fight outside tha jailld. : ' '
= Actually,when I come +~ road that,abova,and lock at the
origional storlea,ér parts of steories,I eee’th-t there doasg't a;em to

be ruch there...for all the memoriss thay avoke. ..twas aver go, I gusess,

At one time tos me and another bloke ot dewn and planned a
porhaps, that we

round-ths-7orld trip by jeop,wo gusssad, optiuiatic.y
on the Tale of .§a§°t2"3,§‘ jeap....but ho went off to Jurby oI gongwhere
sa7 or heard of him,aggin.?sggg?lslon in the RAF Reglgent,nnd I never
3emembercggéoggéaszéF EE:I‘mean;— that most ex~aarvice types tend to
Bf zenoralisation,t ings rather than the bad. ( I'm merely making a sort
how the servioe‘ﬁadh"fﬁ'“ no nesd for you to jump on m3 and toll mo of
heHbo: thosbad ti;°J o did the hard fighting,or got taken prisonar,
the ex-service type b?"') Ancther curious thing I've noticed,most of
on about how horg?bfs 9§°9? the compusary call-up...its civvies who 20
call-up,if you ha tn} ig in the forces,personally I'd say xaep the

- ve too many eoldiors,then let them do their NS on ‘tha

— —

release,l
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You zae how i



railways,or the landyor in theo mineg, .or some vital typae induntrias,
than a striks would ba a mutiny and you oould shoot 'am all lagnl 1like,
Seriously tho!',Nationalised industry-suffors, from onc major. dravwback,
2 if you count the Civil Sorvicae, And that is thae fact that most poople
in thie country rockon its OK te sponge off the. Governmant, (1ika' tax
evasicn). Tha amploye3n of nationalinad induatries have an attitude to
wast3 and a disrespact for property,which thoy fondly imagine,in the
popular phrasa "tha Governmant pays for it,sc why worry"...it is not
possible to drive it thrqush thair thick hoads that they ara robbing
thenselvas, . Vb i .
. /. Poodiblly the fact' that"Government" seems so imparconal,co-
uncongetad with themealvas,a thing apart, plays a larje part in their
developify irraaponscibla habite, A privats firm,and the idoa of a sort
of an individual vanzance for slacking or miouneing aquiptment is much
nearer the front of their minda..,tho hard,careful workers I would seay
ar2 only partly those whn have what, for want of a batter phrase,I will
call a .socidl consciasnce...ths majcrity ara kept to the "straight and
narrow" almost entirely Y¥a fear, Faar in many forms,socidl atigma,being
sagked,(which includas the fear of f-iling tha fqmiily) aven a fear of
being,unrcascnable tho! it may appaar (thia is tha mot unrecognised,
consciously,but pravalant fear in human sociesty) of bainz atruck by the
erployar or hie repraesentitive,i.this faar,unraascnabla tho! it ig, ia
I think a remnant of prehisteric lifo,vhen if two"people" mat,a thurp.
was as likaly as anythinz alse,Or evoen within the clan,..ruch as the
packing ordar" in the Great -Apaes today, (you a-listening ERB?).

: Not really definetly connectad with the -aboveybut in a way.
linked with it,is thia nattering(if you'!ll pardon a harmleoa axprassion)
about timebinding and how fans asam to have thia knack of thinking in
larzar terms than just a few years or a lifetime. ' : ]

Apart from the jokes'like, "Ges,Granny, it must have been aviml
for 'you to havs all thoes nasty Vikines alwaye chasaing ‘you,..did you
evaer gat caught" and' in that vein, o T 0 . '

~ + T nevar really realised,not rsally realised,that very faw.-
pscple can imazine mord than a faw ysars ahead and back., 'I read in
gom@ bock or othar an itom which said that onz of tha things which
differentiates Man frem the rest ~f the animal kincdom ia hie far
greater capacity for planning fer the future, (animals with® instincts..
not counting-as planners),..the ability to imagina a’'situntion that is
not yet in existencae,and to concluda frem obsarvations of the present
gituaticn the zeneral outlinz of 4 times yat .t be,.a time sanse. I Zuadss
it could be calleg, : : '

It fisures then,if an appraciation of ‘time ar,dimersions,
is a thing that nsives advantage,raises thS sansar in ‘the 'svolutionary
chart a few points...,an-intensificat.inn,cr devalnpenent,cf this time
adnseing is as pood as-gaying ynu go aw a‘etep ‘or two,on tha said
chart. { where tha haeck am I off to now?. : e

= L sd,it'also fimuraas that in timd to coma the "slcbe" of that
day .will be equal to the pride of to-days fandor,.,.which maans, Y,that
tha ‘fandor of that day will ba all elcbo,z{S/F of that day will cater
for the then loveat orders, or.,. the fandom & S/F,if they survive,of
~that far day will be considerabla diffarant,in decgrec if not in king, °
from to-days.- Baing, atill consistins of,the top 30%IQ ranze even in the
far future....a society with an "averase"IQ.of 120, hmmm,,,with the now
average of 80,the top 1} baing 160, (occasionally plus).,.that means a
difference of 100%. Sc,the 120%Q averaza maans a top 1% at 240...and
the IQ &f the averazs fan...about 180,,.not bad, i .

, shades of Kirball .Kinnison,whera have I ot to,maraly from ..
the werd "timabinding"?. Who:invented tha word anyway?. . - :

; In fact,with,in the paat,all this talk of Slans,imazination,
sensitive fannish faces, (bluz halo?) broad rental horizéna, ete,, and
now this new quality of timebinding boing recognised...well,I zuass
Earl Kemp,or some brave fan,should send out a new sort of poll, Not
an 6goboo poll,or 7hy is a Fan? thing,.no,ths obviouse thinz to do now.
is to compila and sand out a WHAT is a Fan? poll, (and oubmit tha raomults
to ‘some iron nervad psycholozlsts for analysis?). :

( Ar' and we'll @et Bobbie Gray % Bill to draw up an astrologioal
star map for averyone too;while wratre at it,...and Atom wilil be com-
issicned to make skatcheo of sach type of fan face, (bumpse? ),and Fillis
will be engazed to translate the Paychclogiets lanpuare into Irish,.

IO -



TRENS HEST and TAZ SEVE! SISTWRS,

posaibly no-ond will evar have

heard of these, (tho' it may be that Jimwy Groves haa), all they are,
are a quarry ani a 32rize of man-made caves,

A drens Mest is about two nilsy out of the Tolverhampton side
ol Dudley,and is a-series of liwestone quarcias surronndsd by a litile
woodlan’® and diznified with the title of Jatuwre Presarva,

L.Hoveverlghe moet interealiing part of itas "aatura" has been
dead foy~tie last 350,000,000, years or a0, Theas lineatone quarvies
arc_ahgolutly crasling(hvh?) in asmall foe3ilis, Thinzs liks ths aex
shell (5?3}1_01} Giﬁn)‘p“ly the maxi mw 7e found was only an inch acroas,
taings tﬂ&SLlOOﬁ }ite black wacaroni,only made wp of wirz3, (I'd drai you
an 1}10 or tio but I' not very zood at it) thinzs that look liks the
ie3at-grandady of owlinavy wondlice,a atranz:Y eaaped thing,never lonzer
“han 1 1gch, various odd lurps and things waich ‘are obviou;iy not linestone
out not identifianle (at least, I can't tall what they arz),.and all sorts
0ol atranza rocks,and pelrifisd coral ton,

T2 starizi out on Sunday aft:moon,Tony first dss03iting;
D1phne and Dauziter Stacy at gome unsusgsctins frienda! house,and soon
eaoush arrived on the 3Semne of Operationa,,.zquined with one 3aall ateel
calale,a :is02 of clcth to wrap . "specitena® in,and enthuaslastically
followad by Tonya' “iaiture,white, female poodle,Tina,

i "al, re seramblai up a3lopza that 7ere snt and sliny, and about
75fe2t lonz and 70 feet hizh,or there absuts,the actual jquarvy 7acd 1as
besn half covered, robably dua to tia limestones natural inclination to
erack ancd fall at tha 3lizhtest oxcuse, The face than is half dabris
and half shez- limestone cli2f, in all adbout 150 feat hizn,

Tz sovumoled up to the top of the debrie nut we didn't try the
cliff,the limesvéne cane awsy too 2agilly,ws contented ourgelved 7ith

{irst carvinz ourselvas footuolds at tie top of the dsbpis and tnen we
Liri2d to chips a {27 fossills out, (Sherz wera planty at tha fogt of the

debris 3lcp2....out,wsll,7e santed to cliw: to tne fop anyway). Tae

clif” was 3lcped at an annqle wnic: varied teiwean 85 and 20 dezra2s,and

th2 actual matarizl was in layers of (usually) half an inci thick,ahlch
cans avtay preity easillv,so easilly in fast that tie poor dog was suyept
to the vottom of the hill i one landalide,and wouldn'!t come u azain
aftsr that...she was quits happy enifiiiz around do.n vbelow tino!,aparv
froi having to dodze a rock now ang azain wnica one of us had dislodgzad
toc 2nihusiastioally....tnrechundredfifty willion,years, And e caipped
in a fou mirmtes what had taved hundreds,or taousarnd of years to be

laid down, e .

| . Having charged up several slopes,pushed through undergrowth
and brambles,heaved monst'rous rocks over(we could dever have carried
them away either) looking for Dinasaur Eggs, (no,we didn't really egpect
to find any...the place had been S5fathoms under water when tne Jimestone
had bean laid down) and gathering several emall specimens,wa felt pretty
well satisfiad with ourselvae... (theras nothing liks having a natter
standing in crumbly footholds on top of a pils of limastone,with the
chink of a chisil in your ears..while sucking a thumb you've just cut
tugging at a bit of stubborn rock.....you try it somatime..,its_ eminant~-
ly satisfactory). 8o we gatharad our spoils and drove off ancther half

a mile or so,until we came within walking dietance, (fmile) of the man-

made Beven Sisters Caverns.

ER TR The Sevon Sistars ara the seven cave openings leading into
the first gat¥lary of an old lime workinge,the Earl off Dudleys' forebaars
wantad it for something to do with steel making, (the familly owned at °
lcast .one large steel plant...thoy're not exactly poor 2van now,but thay
had to part with their steel interests when stedl bacamd nationalised
under Labour) anyway,it was the Dudleys who had the Soven Sigters dug.

Fach of the Sistars is easilly 50ft high by 45ft wide,at-
tha vary least,and ineide they all like linked up into a large cave about
300yards long and from 60 to 80fsat high. This w#as only the first cave
howavaer,ws could just about maka out tha next two levels,I've no idea
how deep it ie alltogothar,but a stona tock 2 saconds to reach the.floor
of gallary 2,and 3 and a bit seconds to raach gallary 3,wo coulgnlt_pnﬁow

far enough to raach decper. Thay ruct ba pretty deep and axtensiva Tho ,

at laast one person has got lost in tham, (they've sealad tho most dangor-

ous cavas,and a tunnel from somavhara dedp in Saven Sisters runo tha

two miles or so to the Bear Pit in Dudley Zoo, (In the grounds of the old

Dudlay Cactle...which ig in very bad shape,I don't think any of the -

Dudley's live there now). Perhaps I can draw a Very simple diagram Ol

the first part of the Seven sister§zgpat is,the part I sav,



I think that the
house is larger than it

should be to scale,

2\
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The outcrop is actually more 11ke 65 to 70 \r\ :
degreas,and,tho! T couldn't swear to it and I haven't oonsulted a map

it ec °r° tﬂ re that it oslopes towarde Wrens Neet. Thus.

W
f‘/////’yf/ KITQ‘ m_—>
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Somethlng like that.,..so perhaps thay 1% got shovad up from und3fnaath,
2. a - metdorite axploded thara,in the middle,somstime in tha last 2 or
o hundred million years,or, 3, they Wera anappad by folding,cr becausa

‘the two limsastone regicn subelded but tha middls didnt!t,thus they
still point tc each other.....the frlding of tho Earths orust is about
tha 11k~11usy. .
‘Anyvay,it is possibla to expleoee lewer than -tha first -

cave withecut any equlppnﬁﬁt but you hava to be.very nimble,and .don't

mind taking a chance, At cne time of course the whola thlng ‘mjst hava

“beadn equiped with wooden steps and ladders,handrails,working platforms,
winohasg,pulleys, trollays etc., (somethinz iika a Dwarf Cava in tha
middle of a weapon making aession,..lurid lights,hurry,hurry,clang and
squaak, splash, voices,;wondan baordsyfoctet3p _rosounders,mayba blasting
dowm below, .black pOJder?,..and all the time th3 sound of shovels and’

p1c?s..mebbe pit-pcnys toc,hocfs scrapzing,clattaring, snorting),  ~
Please hum thrae chonguses of "Hall of thu Mountain Klngs"

- With good cquiptment,and a dozen decoent pot-holars,tha exploration
of tha caves shouldn!t prove toc difficult,..apart from tho danger of
rock falls.,.aspecially if they are care full t¢ mark thair routas....and
seeing. 'that the Seven Sisters is man-maks. thara is a possibility that
there exists a- rnap or two,..sonewvhare, .-

- Tony and I spent another hour thero and soma time near the
place wheére the dansarous ceves -had beaen blOJn in...its very difficult
to, judze the size of tha various format iong, for instancaythere was a
great rock broken off in the explos1on wh1ch Wwas as'big- as 8 double
decked bupsss,easilly,but lying at the foot of the quarry cl1ff( this
gtill at Seven Bisters) it looked as if you could pick it up in your .
hand...and the cliff iteelf lonkad 10.instead of over 1000 yards away,

Inside the Seven Sisters we had. somsthing. to go by;there wera half.

a dozeh peonle there,,.,reminded me eomewhat of a cathaderal.,.high

roofed yecho,quiet, Strange echo too,nothing like any I've hoard besfora,

- gaened to ba vary .chort echo for such a big placae...maybe the rocks are
GOét enough' to abeorb sound, Hum,its just occcured tc me,I bat thare ruat
be thousands of bats living.in Seven Sistars,probably 1n tha dark innex:
caves tbouhh I didn't notice any in cava 1, thﬂu we made glonty of

noise and threw a good ‘many rockns dovm into’2 1n .. (moraly te maﬁaure
the depth of course),.,....Yup,nuat zo azain qonatire. .
"4" o-.-o-non--o-en
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COMMENTS
oN
THE

MAILING

OFF TRAILS sept. 161,
. " . To be quite honest I'm rather soared to say

anything about the contents of this OT,mainly because as
I!'m new to OMPA I'm not wanting to put my oar in until I have somé
idea just whatse going on ... vhat everyone is talking about, why,how, °
who,when,where..etc., : ) -
However, (to ingratiate myself with the President), (and, I
confess,because changes—of-adress-not-notified annoys me), I will .
venture to opinionate that there is no-one to blame if an OMPA
bundle goes astray, (under these conditiona) but the bloke who just
didn't tell the AE he was moveing. Therefore ONPA has no obligation
to attempt to replace the strayed bundle. ;
Ron Bennett....what is this surplus stock?, You mean OVPA
zines of past mailings,in possesion of OPA,v0 raise money for the
APAT.
Ungolicited observations on the OMPA Constitution,
I personally approve of OMPA having,that is,being open,to US
fana.For two, (or more),reasons. 1,We couldn't get 45 UK OWPANS
anyway,there just aren!'t enough interested fen,.if there were they
would be on the wl. 2. Supposing we could get 45 UK OMPAns...we
should lose a number of valuable APARS, 3.The fact that both UK and
US fen are OMPA members provides a certain stimulation which would
certainly be :lacking in an all Britieh APA,and perhaps then OMPA
would tend to drift too ingroup.Too provincial?,

HUNGRY 4 Rispin. g1
e Hi Al, Passing,with a shudder,over your writhings
Gl re Irlam & tha 'orrible rlatbed I come to the Sandfiold
offl Jazz item. :

Mile I'm not an out and out Jazz fan I. do appreciats
some of the music that comas under that heading, ..and,although the
comparison Sanderfield does beiween Jazz and S/F history is rathsr
interesting,T can't help feeling that Jazz is not tha only,er...
hobby, field...that could be comparad to S/F. Practically any hobby
oT in%erest(or even 'fad!) which had a difficult start and wvhich is -
now approaching,or has approached, respectability could be compared. -

T have a strange feeling,a horrible premonition perhaps,
that even R&R could, sometime in the future,bs oompared to the rise of
s/F.... .perhaps,to some extent, Impressionistic painting could be
compared,..in some ways the history of the Zestern or the Crime story
ig similar to'S/F,in that they graduated, (some of them at least) from
illwritten, "looked on with scorn & horror" tales,until today they
have a large,permament,readership...and even, I believe,Fan Clubsl.

A DAY WITH THE BEATS...was amusing...lI wouldn'!t mind having
a few of those Japanese.prints...Japanese art,the delicacy of its
9°mposition,the clean lookinz lines of the subject matter,and perhaps
just a plain faacination in ‘the Orientalism of them...they appeal %o
me imensaly. As does all of the storiss I've read,Japanes % Chinese,
mainly in the Penguin lists. '
I hope most of this was fiction...I hope.

Archie,I liked too,I dadly declined useing it because I Was
of the opinion that it was a little too long for Spinge,tho! to out
any out would probably interfered with ths flow of the narrative.

. Jhim seems to have found his forte in fanzine ‘reviews,there
is no doubt that he does a good job on them, His personal opinions
gﬁdth§.¥arious items,aside from the "straight" reviewing,adds lustre

a 0 1 e.

‘A1l in all not a bad issue at all,Al.

b B e



ZOUNDS! 6. Bob Lichtman '
r your four po'ms reminded me that I've been, for

months now,to remermber the rythmse (?) of the HIATATHA saga wh}ch
I onétime had to learn at schvol. %y did your poems remind me? Gnhod
knovws. j :
"In a sub-urb,north of London,
lives a fan-squaw,rich in wisdom,
and her name is Ella Parka." ah...well,you see,its about there
that I forget the way it .. ewings. eigh. ¢
Your answers to the WIAF poll were interesting..,.and alseo
tempting,..that is,loving to talk about myself(if I show up 1in a good
ligh%) I could hardly resist stenciling 4/5 pages with my ovwn answers
to the poll (not that I got the poll you understand;,.but from your
reprinting them in this item),.I TWILL resist tho!,this time, even from
excdamations and wordy nods and "tut,tuts", Proiy
Library...I hate to part with any:written material, (pb,hc, zine)
onee I've voucht it...I even had a strugzle parting with duplicates of
prozines,finally forced to tho! to make room, Even very poor books, (*I
luckily ouy few poor booke) I have a hard time wrenching myself free
from,,.the printed word has dug ite2lf an almost holy niche of respect
in my mind. 'I.am furious when I find a mistreatad book,y'know, cOrners
turmed over,atains,rips,stickybookmars,and so on, o
Cormernts on. vour listing of books,and a cormparable gelection of
my own,I will not at this time attempt to make.Tt would take too long
and should really be an item ini itself rather than part of a mailing
comment, . ' ‘ T i
Your Fan Poll....

1% If you were offered a life-time incore of 1000 tax free dollars
per month,with.no strings attatched,woudd you accept? If so,would
%gu continue to engage in any activity %to benafit :"sociaty". If not,

¥y not?, : 2 o .

. 1 would surelv accept the $1000 a month, (about 2400). After all
I could then do so many thirgs that I can't do now becausse,l,I havenit
the time, 2,Tthe money, e e Ll Sk . -

"continue" ?. -and "venefit"?, I think the most likely course I
would take would, l.buy a house,2,build up a credit with booksellers,
3,g0 see soms,all,of my fan mates. 4.if I found myself feeling, sorchow;"
bored after all this...or,just to give an instance...wanting to do a
bit for "society" I'd join the local Liberal party and help them -to ~-
create,or contirme with,a local Liberal =zine. -

. Yhy in that order?. I'd like to secure myself first,and to
get all the things I'd like to have,like a fine library. Then,becauss
the Liberals seem to be the most.,oer, pliable,elastic..least dogmatic
party, I'd join them in an effort,perhaps only a small influencs I'd
be, to strengthén and develope a better type of government, Or rather;
a government. with a national conecience,a "counrty first" instead of
a "party first" government. - p

2. In the evénf of.a nuclear war,where,if you survived,life would be
extremely uncomfortable,would you want to be a survivor?. . Wy; in
either case?. - kL . g Tt

I.would prefere to survive, ey , _

o . fhy?. a variaty of rasasons, some undoubtedly
unconscious, I'd be alive for one thing, Whera theres life thers's hope
for the future,however difficult thing may be. And I'd rather that I
and people of ‘my opinions survive-rather than the instigator types.

Tts difficult to make a detailed.reply to this question unless you
would like to give more supPositions.,like,the-number of gurvivors, the
amount of radiation etill existing,the areas of the worst damage,the
victorpif any, . ‘ z - :
. . From your question I would aseums that,although few people
are left,the radiation danger is not intense except around the aotual
ground ‘zero,bothe of the,or .all of the,contestants have guffered at
least the same damage. TRy :

.- For-my part I would like to take over some island ot ' .
suitable size,like Anggeaea,Whight,Man,and rnake that the base 01 OpeI—-
ations. It seecms very likely that many of the survivors would become
savages within a few gonerations,and an ieland stronghold,in the sense

of learning and military strength,would be a must for any would-be
— 6. -



would.be

ro=-buildern, ™in nnoumen of course that thoere are 1 €
. 1114 ; ‘ ; enowu 7z eople lafs
who want to ro-bulld; aro capable and willing to ro-bui 1, oo

Your aquoantiion ony

0 "a curvivor" implyi 1 nora 1 5
Shan mynolf 1o b implying that thors would vs rsre
. Fal 1ine onough pPoople to maka a stronghold I atill “nirz 1% Aculd
O ngood Ldon to Cind aa leland retreat,sven if wo waro to nurber only
n l]ﬂ:'.ﬂl‘\’l'.]un‘.i L ;|'|_1-;r1}rn tho future to think of.
A 1T onld bofor

a,more details from you oefore any acund plan of
aotlon oonld bo prnponea. . f d

3. OMPA/CAYOL .. T'm only in OiPA @0 I can't compare.

EABQFANA{@AWQ Nruoe Burn ;

Hi Bruce, I was interested to sea the acrip<
for tho L¥XIcon playlet here...and I greatly enjoyed
tho inatalimont of your Wandering Ghu,your voyage to the UK. buy,
ondly, T o't think what to say atout either, For all the shortneas of
thin oomang, ¥ did enjoy it,thanks. .

MORPH 24 Tohin NWolog : '
B0 thats where I've heard the name Peake befors,in

that “Sometimo,Never", Haven't read any of his other
stuff at nll,nn all the reviews I've read hava put me off,raking then
nound rnthor...woll,gothic,intenae,or gsomething like that, EL: :
1horo wans, (mnd may etill te for all I know) a flousishing
trada in "voliep" Fyom the earliest time in the Christian caurch.ind
thinge l4ko 5 diiferent churches with the same saint's stull or,a foot
or two of tho "frug" cross ‘were quite corwmon...probably morg than nalf
the ohurchec ctily -cheridh some faka relic to this day..they musv ‘do,
no-one to my knowlogo has ever bothered to try to sort -tninge out,
Paud, nt. ,Paul wag just about the worst "convert" tcefChr}gtign
ehurch ovor made.,.aven in the very first years after the crpgrfix;on
ha and Potor,and other deciples were at loggerkeads,and it didn o
“ake many yoars for hundreds of offshoots to form,each interpreting J
in itn own mmanor tho garoled teachings.of the Chriet. .
Of ocowing, after Constanvine,the first Christian-Imporer,things
wont from bal to worse:

If you've intérestad you should read some of Vardis Tighers
booko, thoy givo you an horribly accurate idea of the situation in
the ohriotian world of about 1200,the fear and misery,and the
oppraponion and Kypocrapy.

' I wioh I knew more atout the Arap world of that time!;'ts a _.
wonder to mo, (going only by the facte of the barbaric Christian
"oivilinntion") why they never conquered all Europa, Perhaps they,

0 too buoy in the East,warding off the Mongols anfi suchlike...its

a pity that tho Arabe wers between Europe and the East.,.a mpnquest.

by tho hordos would have cleaned up. Christondom, ol oade=
I vng reading quite recently a fact (it said fact) qtem 1A

which {4 onld that Jaan of @rc didn't get burnt to dsath,a fanatic tat

Took hor plece at the lagt moment,and that until her death year s after

Bhe wno a oconotant source of embarresment to the Church and the

Fronoh Crowm..,,oh,it aluso reported her as baing married.

1P A
LLA =S

" BCOTTICNE 2 o Ethel,

Thanks for more Willis on the earléer fen,
(doen that nound rigat?) I hean,I" like to read of the old times and
the peoplo wio “were around than(these still are I know), a sort of
hietorionl intorost,.. . b

and Mad hic_Varlay. I've ro doubt that he/ehe{ig will
think up nomo ouitably awful ending, (mayhap it is,....B O REN! e
Tut,tut. Ethel,you are far too kind haarted,I dlstiggohgd
reamombor urpging that a racord player,rather than a mere record,
ba omanhod over his head, - S . 1d indeed write something
: Ao Lthol, (YOU) say,Roy Tackett,you shou indee
about ycur 1ifo 1é thg forées;.surely in 18 years there must me ggngou
an inoidont of interest to Dyna readers...and readers of tha zin :
could writo piacao for,.like Scottishe. ) =
Tho ooneotion between some sort of neurosis and the ability or
urge to writo,brought up by Brian Aldiss,is- very 1nte_restln8,d°aB 20
anyone alevo have any information about this?. ! . . A e
Koop on nattering about nursing and you Ethel,tis good.
MORE PAY YOR THE MEDICS!!!




AMBLE 7 Archie Maercer
I prefer,in most caess,tha Jazz tuna to the song.

The same- idea, (this ig a little off the t'rails), that is, the
words g3t to becoms associated with the rueic to tha detriment of the
rueic,o0an b3 seen in many quarters basides Jazz.,.to even more 111
effect. I'm thinking of tha TV advarts that swipe bits of Classical or
other decent mueioc and uss tham in such a way that whenever you hear
that particular piece again,played serious,thoszs damn silly words keep
on intruding...And the same goes for the Pop songs whose misic is also
pinched from other,decent, gourees..., "Stranger in Paradise", "Carmen

Jones",,,and worse. '

Look at it thia way Archie, (regrstable tho! it may be), if
you ware to go around uging worde in the epicans class,like,as you say,
'eiblinge' the only impression you create is one of alarmed surprise.

The normal adult Britisher(I think I read somewhere) has a
vocabulary of about 4,000 words...of wich T guspoct he/she usas only
about half in his everyday 1life. The normal person,the average person
does not seek to extand hig vocabulary,has can say all .he wantse with
merely rearangeing his own smaller store,the person who sones out with
words of 3 pylables or more is looked upon as "egzhead" or something
}1k9 thaft.,iln OMPA,if people don't uge a larger vocabulary(mostly
u?ey do) it ig because, I suppose,they have gotten so used to hearing
eimpler,leas exactly 9xprassed,words and phrases,and sort of slip into
a habit, I seldom have coasion %to use a large vocabulary in evaryday
speach, few would undershand me if I did. '

: Your comments on Renault and your reference to "deepite
the fact that ghe hapg not managed to eliminate entirely the suparnatural
elemsnt", . would you be rofering tc Theseuss! talent of detacting .
voleanic eruptions amome time before they oocur? .

o If 80 than I submit <hat this talent of his is allowable,in
that of racant vears some people have baeen know to poases to some extent
a-talent of premonition. And as Theseus and his forasbears lived in a
ragion whera veloanic aotivity wae fairly common thay could possibly have
developed'an ability to unconsciously detact the first signs of tha
forthcomming eruption. ATter all, just because only one person in several
thousand can detect tha whistle of a bat there is no need to 8uUppose
that no-one can deteat it...I submit that Thessus! talent would come
into this catorgary. By

- THE RING GIVERS is a varion of Beowulf,written in
much the-‘sarme way as Renault wrote THE KING MUST DIE.I'd recomsnd it%..

OPHIDIAN vol.l.no.l Hansan, _
: Interesting but I can't think of angthin%.w
oo ‘tuoh to oomment on., Pipe amokar eh?...wslcome to the fo d...
I smoke a pipe m'!'self, Actually I started emoking a pipe because, (- I.
worked this out soma time ago) I read so many stories whare the staunch
Britigh,etiff-upper-lip Englieh sahib-hero smoked a pipe, (gripped in hisg
pearly white, firm teath was a stinking briar,with whioch he parried the
blows of the fanatical tribésmen am he struck them down with his o0lubbed
.rifle) and,hum,go in imitation o6f suoh hdroic figures I took up pipe
smoking,...by the~time I'd growm up a little,and figured out why I was
a pipe smoker,I'd become so acustorad to it %hat I felt naked without it,
"A pipas,a book...oto", , oemeen s e
Tila I was in the RAF, (a princly sum I draw) I took up
cigar smoking too...I used to go off tb the local township of a weakend
and ‘buy half-a-dozen gigars,some tobbaco,lots of 2nd hand S/F from the
market, ((alas I was not collecting then...the bargins I parted withi))

and spend tha rest of tha weekoend, (whan not on duty) smoking and reading
in my..bunk. B, -

I have only 6 oate_noﬁ.

THE WALL Groves ' :

Hey,this is mad...you fienish,er fiad,er.,you got out of

that one cunningly,..most amusing, ..who's ths naxt-on the list?.
Bravo Jimmy,

JETSTREAY 2 *
R Hi Jhim, The thing I liked best was that Mackis the Xnife

.thing...as for Alamo remeniscences...well I doubt that anyone

but the peasantry will think that "'tha film was an a1to§ether aocugage

account of what really happenad. Another insf#ance to iIlustrata that,

"there just aint no juastioe",,.after all Texas was a Moxiocan provinos,
R -
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and Huston and his-fallows ware rabels and Fifhh Columists,in a mannor of
speaking... since they had anterad Texas ap civiliane and ware under the
authority of Mexico. . : ’
~ I'vo haard that thoe oaige could have boon lifed,or at least
intarfared with by a Texan oomander eome miles away,but he was o man vho
just,couldn't make a decision and while he was wavering tho Alamo fell,
- ' Hueton made upa of ths reepitc the Alamo gave him, :
Not a bad zina Jhim...somewhat different from those old 52nd Streets

that I've.saen,in theme and pppcearanco.’

WALDO 3 EZric Benteliffe. 3
' : ' The "13th Grecp illo is nice,s0 is the p.15 ons,
very nice. '

. ._:The -account of your holiday makes me want to visit San Reno
too...talking about baats (heh,neh..I am) did you eece the BBC programs
about -Aug. 16th or so..all about these twin hull jobs..very interesting iv
was,if I had the money & inclination to go boating i'd have one of thess
twin-hulle..,6van I couldn'd ocapsize one of them, and they look terrifio,,
streamlined and futurietic and all that. : ;

! : I haven!t got WHY IS A FAN,..got into OMPA too late 1t egeems,
“or something Yike that...I'd have liked to see a British equivalent %o
WIAF (Ho,Chod!). WAIF!, anyway,why doesn't somebody in the UK do the same,
B After all,most of the questiond you could borrow from WAIF and add .
any waich geers to be suitable for UK comsuption(or gomething)..a few
hundred flyers with VECTCR and the fanzines like Orion with a large UK
circulation, : e \ _
: I'm not an only child,..I'm 3rd in a family of 4...{couzh) butv
of course,T was opPressed, suppressed, ego mashad..etc., (Cookoo Children)..
'ware, Slans at large..). (You'te driving me crazy...2). '

Hek Belov....funny?.

. “Aye,forsoothey mathty,TEE RING GIVERS is good. R
Geoff Doherty...I don't know'what to eay, (it was .zood of him to’come
/acroes with the article), except maybe,to -one of his points,some S/F
shouldn't oz shown to 16 yearols,any more than some mainstream should,
As GD will fingd out if he!s around fandom for long,fans can tell the
- bad. from the good,most times...but we have more or less to take what we
can get.' A s/f Ppozine,I supPose,would wish to secure ‘as meny readers as
possible...co,they print stories witk, (as taey suppose) broader apPeal,
7 Al I wouldn't like to call S/7 "popular fiction" myself,,.depends on
what GD is comparang with, R ' -

CONVERSATION 13 .Lynn Hickman, AT N : -
: ! Nice covers but the back one was rather revoltin,
~ and "sick™ like, : : :
Yah,British culturo is just as decadent ae US % Canadian,so there,l.
L3 Unfortunatly ite true.How else would Garmany (and Europe in general
be so ruch more efficiemh,.,like Germany,umpteen thousand ton cable layer,

-~ for the States...built in 3 months...whare productivity has increased by
150 while ours has increased by 50%...strikes practiocally unknown...and
oartainly not for the ‘trivial reasons UK unions strike.A bloke I know went
over to Germany to have a look around the factories...he found practically
no- grumbling,a devotion-loyalty to -the firm,a proud,uniformed looking labou:
force,which altogether frightened him. (ap it has done most cther non-Germani

"who've been taere). He- eaid something like "machineren working the machines
give one the awful feeling that they are Machiwemen, ",

Lo The troubls ie that we've had 1t too soft,too high a living

. standard with too little work.to gzet it, Everybody goea around shouting
about their "rightse"...stupid shower,they!1ll shout about the downtrodden
mapses and "righte" and all that if the Russians over get control without
an’' atom'war,..if they try to go on strike they'd get ghot....which,personal.
when I'm irritated,I think is a fine practice and should be intrdduced hsers,

3 : Can you see K & K pushing the fatal button,and orying to their men
ag they do so, "We did our very best", . 2
o v I figgure the only way to survive the next war(if it happens) is to
be a big noise politition or a high Brass...that way you get a geat in the
dugout....all us poor b,.,...o will get left out on top to take everytning.
_ Ho sensible person thinke that, in the event of a Ruesian aton attaci,thd
civilian population would be warned,at least,not in Britain, For with only
? miniutes to go,and because of the panic which would block the roads, it
isn't really worth while to warn anyone except the counter—offensive toys,
and the top brass who have shelters handy, Book extracte...ughrrruu..'bye.

"
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ERG 9 Tarry Jeovas., ! :
: } This Erg ‘cannot. rezally be compared to anything
i alse in this OMPA mailing, It is;necdless to0 Bay,
superb,in drawings and writinge, I will admit the pocaibili@y that my
owm interost in sattelites and suchlike may have biased me in favour
! of it.,.but I doubt it. This is the baeet,most complete,cloaserst and
possibly only zine davoted to the serious aspects of tha sattelitgc
that I have aver seen or heard of,in fandom, Again,in a ward, SUPERE.

I doubt however,Terry,that anyone who g3ts this Erg
is of the typo you dascrive in para.3 of the Ergatorial, Those who
baliave that anything "un-natural" (if God mean’t us to fly ha'd have
supplied us with wings) is asinful and all that rot,seldom,if ever,manage
to get so far into fandom as to get fanzines. People who nold that
progress (in iteelf) ie bad are in my opinion deranged, e

. That is not to say that I personally aprove of the ude to which
many could-have-been-benifichal discoveries have been put. Rockets,
for one thing,Atomics for another. ‘ , ik 9
- I look at it this way,if there is, (as now) ‘the chance -that the
Earth may be made untenabls,then lets hurry up and zet some transport
vo take some of us,at least, elcewhere. Not that I want an atou war,
but 1'd lee.to think that somevody will got away,and learn a lesson,

g Eesides,if we expand enough,the chances of EVERYRBODY getting
knocked off are less...and maybe everybody will be so cusy spaceing that
thay wont bother to fizht down here a‘ all. Let the Ruskies and the
' Amaricans,and whoever slse wants to, ( UK, France etc.,) knock each 6thar
. a@bout in space,or on some lifeless planat,out get the heck out of hers.
- Van Allen belts, .o : :

e — g —

_ In my opinion %there are 3 reasons why the Russians,in
achievment,are ahead of the rest of the world, .

1. They have a Communist Stats. This means they can safely ignore
the psople whereas the West has to tread rather more carefully,and pays
more attention 'to vote catching than to real planning and effort.. ‘

. . JUf the Russians want money for a project,they take it, If.we
want it,there's suras to be a loud yell from the oprposition(UBior UX)
and crys of "spare the poor tax payers). a reprehensible and a very
dangerous policy, ; W, ; : ’ : ' E 3

2l ~ If we don't pull our socks up we!ll be giving the Rugsians
the whole darn Solar System,..and in the end we'll be absorved, For we
have only so much livinz space,.the Russians will have many times rmore,
plus minerals and out-of-reach bases, In fact I'd go so far as to say

) tgat if we don't get out into space soon all this will happen,and the

~first starman " will perhaps be fronm England, in the Soviet Solar System

| the United Soviet Planets...or like that. _ ‘ ‘ )

b W8 . + A pox on all do-nothings,and ditherers,and selfish wote
‘ collactors, ' DRI T :

R ‘I quibble about "amazed the western wWorld" I'd say,surprised
S/F types and others of the saxe type(tho! not S/Fers) and caused
congternation and recrimanation amongest the brass...and AMAZED only

" the poor fools,the majority,who had swallowed too -rmch of the western

" "wighful thinking" propaganda. Y 00 s e AET  8
. i - g0 far,up until the Titov flight that is, (and,it ia
possible even“hdre) the main effact of the Soviet sUcesses has been:a
political one..,,an increased respect,and fear,of ths Seviets,and an
alarming drop -in confidence irn the Western nations,especially the US,

The fact that the US blew its trumpet before it launched its firset
sattelite,and the fact that that sattelite failed miserably,did nothing
at all to lessen the Russian effect,. I}y ssems that the Bhtves are =
begining to wise up now,cut down the publicity until they have something
to crow about,: - : . N L o

ok g -The pdlitical,as I've suggested,angle was the most important
‘oneuntil recently, Now (I eincerely hope) the West has recognised that

the strategic importance of spaceflight far outweighte’ the,by comparison,
trifling political importance.’ _ . B (o .
» & The most ticklish years are now,and the next 20 years, for

+ in-thie time the Moon will havs been landed upor;and probably'at least

' one base set up, e must have a foothold on the Moon if we are to be an
“influential factor in mankinds future-history,,.if we do not AT LEAST
have the same degree of control over space- as the Rugpians, we are‘@Ong
fot,.,.sooner or later,but definately done for. ' S
DAL - - Thanks Terry. — 10 = .
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take..it/
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strength.

Hellq again Terry,I got carried avay, the othar two reasons for the
fuesian gpace supremacy ara;- - :

2. They have a different approach from tha Americans in sztiolite desipg
and rocket design.

Tha Americans try to get. avery plecs of equiptment vorking at
peak parformancse,with a minimum of duﬁlication inqeagety factory.g
On  <he other hand thse Russiang build large rocket s, containing the
unsure mechanismec duplicatsed 2 or 3 tiries. This makes for extra weight

of course..but also Ior ©etier ChaNces of -gotting ® up. Wasteful,but
thay can aford it.

5., The Russians DO have thair failures, RBUTI they have them very
quietly, If a US rocke: prangs thors is a news splash,the Russians don't
say anything until thay have succeeded,and nevar acknowlage the onesg

that went wrong, Thig creatas tne impraesion,of course,that the Russians
ars so good that thay nevar have a failure, This last rcason is of

great worth to ths Russiane politically.

VABARY 14 3oobie Gray.

Of all this mailing this Vagary is surely the
most irterasting,you can't count ERG as thats in a
category of its own, -

I can't s0 muchler,diecuss your cexperiances at Camp Crazy as
porhaps maka a faw spaculations on ths side. Moet,or all,of which however
cannot b3 answared except,again,with speculations,

- For instanca, I have been quitas satiafied o accept, for some time now,
}ug? in all the investigated but unsolvad (ie;-non fake,or irpossibla to
t3l1l) cases of haunting something doas happen, Something.But what?.

I have personally had only one incidant happen to me which could be
dascrivad as, (for want of a wors axprassive word) supernatural,but I
have also recievaeg, from reliablse pacple,several personal accounts of such
happeninzs,not te mantion the bad reputation a cartain local crurchyard
has locally,whick is comron knowleze, ' .
] I will not go into thae dataila of theses occurencas here,but try to
ramemoer 2 thaory which I came across years ago, (perhaps well knowm in
fandom, ). which,if not cormpletaly satiafactory,is at least an atterpt
to corme tp gripe with the problam, :

. -Good and avil "gpirits" are basically the creations of the super-
8go and the Id, raspectivly,(did T hear someone muttar "Forbidden Planet"?)

- ~Aleo,in some cas3s tha ."pergonallity" of a human doas not ~ie with
the body, (or pass on) rut hanasg around,poasibly,probably,a location in
which it had axtrame axpariencas in 1ife. _ .

A suitable sensitive parson,or a less sensitive parson in tha right
(receptiva) athmosphere, can and doss datact the said "haunt",and
according to the character of the personality of the "ghost" ba frightenad
or comfortad, G
- Also,in a similar way to that which causas pshycosomatic illnessas,
the Haunt can cause bodilly as wall as mental harm,

Tha raising of "demons" at whHtch gatherings and suchlika is causad
by ths assemblege,thay want,thay expect!,something; so something arrivas.
But this something is not a demon in tha way in which it is usually
accepted,iej- a minion of Lucifer,an entity in ite owm right,vent on evil
becausd it has always oxigted for avil, The ontity is caused by the
"solidification" of tha desirad and faith of tha "callars up",cach of
whoed Ids has contributad in the formation of the "thing",

Or,it is a,or many, avil personallity of a one time living porson(s)
attracted in some way by tha combinad forcas of tha davil callars.

"Good" influences ara causad in praciealy tha sama way,but ara the

. work of tha Super-3go.Or,in the case of a-great"fhita gpirit", aither

tha concentration on many Mite parsonalitias.or ona of axcaptional

~_The offact of sacrod symbolp,words,atec., is to serve as a fooal
point to the "well wighing™ par¥ of gﬁa huran mind,with many ballevgrs
thd Thite ie made atrong. Many,many paopls ovar tha ysars contributing
their part to the Whita by their faith...

Thus,the Evil and Good spirits are not an "outsida" agency, but

are products of tha huran mind,and will aventually ba undarstood, -
f ~ To this I would add that I congider it possibla,should soms form
of life exiet in thie and other Galaxies,that the same otructure of mind
is possible, (although not perhaps the same wypa of conacicusness) and that




perhape - alien personalities,bodideg. . human,ocan be nttracted by people in
the same way as purély human ones can be,

As for "guardian angele" of tae type you mention could bey 1, your
own strong superego,?,ihite influences attracted by your dominant super
ego,or 5, pome.hite perscnality who has just taken a fanoy to you,

This theory.could explain the reesults of both Black and of 7Thite
er,wizarde and zsroups. Rut of oourse this is only guessing. And the
"something" that the locals called up but couldn't control around the
Camp Crazy area could be either a strong evil personality(or zestelt)
of human origin,or an alien avil personality. %h~ can tell,

Zxorsism of course would be the attraction of 7hite persnnalities
to drive off a single strong antdty,or to disperse n zastelt,

e e e e e e e e e o o 0 o e e S B e e o = = — 0 Pt B e oy

Two of the complainte I have =2zainst this er,Teenaze Theatre,on ITV
are l,they are 3 act plays that end in the 2nd act,and,2,their stupid
way of ejuating eoridness with reality. phoc.etc.,and alsc ugh, I read
a lonz vime ago that people who rescrt to obeceni%ies are either suffer
ing from an inferiority complex,or just haven't got a decent (er,um,that
ig;- extensive) vacabulary.,.how true that is..I don{t know...but anyhow
You can be far aore crusning useing a seloction of perfectly decent
words than you can with swear words..and far rore axpressive.

Reminds me,we wara talking about arguments the cther week,and how
the sayinz isltﬁat the one whc loees his temper loses the argument...
howevar we also agresd that to win an arzument and then gzet your thraot
8lit by the loser is rather cold comfort. %

. Education, sot,Bobbie, sob, I asked 4 adults a ccuple .of months ‘ago
two questions ( I forzet what sparked it off ) they were,l,what year did
the-Hitler war start and end, 2,in which directions does the sun rise and
set....simple? heh,heh, Mot cne answer anywhere near correct.  And that
doesnlt even take education, ' :
Another factor cf course is that only the minority zet encouragemeny
from their parents,..the attitude oeing, "wvhen you go to work you wontt N
have to dc anything like that..* or similar phrase, i
- Teddy boys,dispicablie-though they ars,have always been with us in
\ one form or anothar. And just as reprehensibls.'is the universal,in the”
UK at least,of “minding your own bussiness".,.encouraged oy the fact that
if you get injured gzoins to the aid of a pnlideman you can expect nothing
but thanks..,enough perhape,but perhaps mut worth a permanent injury,’sa ns
compenshtion...there should be a form of official ponsion for peopla
~vwho get injured aiding the law by rigking injury in this way,after all
ites worth it to save a policeman(etc,,) from bad wounde or death.
Adverte,and the Yellew prass,are no help in preagerving the -Queens
English,agreed, but half of the peaders wouldn't understand tha kind
of language so well,the advertisers copy and the press repcrts would not
get cver so well...,this is not an excuse,but one of the reasons...and

of ccurge ites all a vicinug circle, ; .
Your comments in’ reply, (?) to Jimmys! PACK RAT,on the

colour question are,to my mind,eninently sensible,..it is no more true to
suppose that because a person is black everyone is against him,and for fear
of looking intolerant grant him, favour him,to a point which would be asilly
in an all-white country,the black who is raised on ' a pedstal in this way is
no more a real charachter than the Superior Whiteman beloved of white
extremeists, (KKK) . Oh heck.y  know what I mean, (I hopa). .

CHND ®ould impress ma morzs if the banning of atomio weapons
in: Earthe' athmosphere was odly the firet step in am avowad propramms for
doing away with war altogether. It seems that a lot, of slobs and deadwood
hawe somshow zot into CND...it seems to md that tha bast mathod CND could
use would be to first of all purge itself of all the various hangers-on,
then eet up as a sort of party-machine....leaflats,newspaper intarviews
dignified like,, perhaps TV..aven paying for an' advert,jusct a simple photo
of Belson and Ehe words, "thie is war"....instead of bannerwaving marches
they could nold a service in some big London(and branches perhaps too)
church once a year,commemorating Hiroshima Day something like we do for
Battle of Britain Day, 1In otherwéné,policy,dignifiad,bussineselike,should
bs the guiding principles. of the new CXND. : ' ' '

et Tnquisition, I rcad in a Vardis Fisher book just recently, (and
VF.saye its factual) that one particular Inquisiter at least said,boasted,
“that. ha could make the Pope himeelf confesg to harasy. Actually,innocent:
P el e
h—- -
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or no once you werd accuedd that was that. Further,ths evidence of a
criminal or heretic,while not valid in any other circumetancos,was fully
accopted by the Inquisitors...and oeven if the accussr was found to be
guilty of pergury,his accusation otill stood,tho! it were proven to be
a pack of lies. Jews,persccuted and abborred by tho Church,had, (familiar
faeling?) to wear a diatinguishing mark vhen walking abroad,and thoy
too,tho! unrecognised in evorything else,were allowed to teatify in the
acclieiastioal court. ; :

"Aftor Chriotiany bacame the accepted faith tha Roman Empire
atarted declining®,.I will disagree with, Rom3 had beon declining at
least since the last dayc of the Republio,how 2338 do you explain their
accepting a dictator,an Emporoer? Spasmoddc ravivals thare were,but tho!
the Empiroe,in name, lasted practically into the 8th Cantury, (some would
say that Spain Wao the Roman Empires last apasm,in the 14/15th), but
these ware Romans in name only.

It is possible that the ovil warping of Chrisianity hastenad
the and...but not the ideal of Christianity itsalf,

"St"Paul i3 to plams,mostly,for the twisting of the highly
ethical teachings of Christ. St Paul,the Billy Grahme of the lst century.

Druids? best and kindesct cukt we have in this country at the
moment.?. I had imaginad from the astories of human sacrifice during,
and before,Roman times that they, (their ancestors) were a black evil
lot...and I saw them on TV some time ago,they looked harmless enough,
though a little uncomfortabls in their outfits,and eccentric.Details-
in next VAGARY .perhaps?. .

The Midnigh Mess,both,,versiono(?) were interasting too,
and wry-arusing in parte...(and sormewhat sinister too)..the Doreen
Valiente letter noted ton....wonder if the witch was a genuine one,
that is,a bzaliever herself,Or just dome poor oeccentric person whose
appaarence, solitary hacbits,or something liks that frightened the locals
enough to dispose »f her. ...and "Rev Wray",heh,, Heme tha idle talk
of incorperating fandom as a rasligion? Willis as Irish Rishop,2nd all
that jazz....think of tha nuts that would -attract.

; Well,thanké for a very decent ziné,Bobbie.I guess this will
be the end c¢f my mailing comments...unlass scmething very good happanss
to be post-mailed, S e -

- o em Pt G e mm e wmm b s em e e e

ugs., Ken Potter,

Knellﬁ B?eanChl : : A pity Ken,a pity,Taking this Brenn
as a sample I'd say that OMPA could
do with a few more members like you.....oflcourse,if you juet can't
manage to run a zine, ..However,when you write your next "about every
decade" story,etc,, someone is bound to print 1?....er,meifo; inetancs.

qdfunny,all this about the loon being just an illueion, .
now someone happened to mention the other day that the Moon was the
reflection of sunlight off the ocean,and tha stars are really just
raflections from streat larmps.....Upon oeing asked what happenaed to
xeep the stars shining after the lamps went out he gave ma a beary
atare and slid under the table...very confusing,

cheila Ashworth is a sort of femald Jamee Thurbor. Not that
I care much for dogs myself,I prefer cats..,.now 1as§ n1gh?.my ypungar
sister picked up our Junior Cat,Sargant because of his stripes,Wwho
is the latest offepring of Matilda,our Black Parsian, "

Now Matty is a good mothar to her kittepsﬂand dofend: iogm
quite 1literally tooth and nail (she chased the neighbours dogkiftene)
round hie own garden just for iooking gsidoways at one of the o
8o,whon my esister picked 8ergent up Magty started to mewtgomg}tteg
pityful...so my sicter put the kitten down. ... then,wvhen "e b;ed b
was safely on the floor Matty jumped onto my sistors lap,2ra

arm in a baar-hug,and proceaded to ﬁ?ew chunks off,



50, Audray put har down.,.00 the cat jumpzd up again for anothor
bita...n0 Audray puts har down,so sha jurpa up again, still bent
on revenga...no Audray covors her head with her apron...and the
cat calmly goas up to her and bitas her on tha leg,s0.; o are
then treated to the rather aimsing spactacle of a 10Lb cat,only
10inches tall,chacing a acroaming lOstone,5%ft woman round and
round the kitched....finally the cat was caught and bribed with
milk,..,after that I gusss sha though that honour was satisfied
becausa che gave up trying to murder my aistar..,although she
spont the rast of the svening eitting at her feet,washinz now
and again.,,.and occasinnally an odd glint would come info har
eye,and chae'd pause in the middle of a washing and starez up at
Audrey in a sort of half-wistful,reflactive mannar,

Hi Dick, you herec toc?, -

av,i 31 ilr 7ay) why are soO many private

§oXéégyiéa%88r%%2 agomggefé%mgogggt.y%hy go few orick ones?

ROPE OF SAND Brian Fordan. . .
' Patchy,I got rather fed up with all

the little bits about how you were

trying to churn out enough pages to meat requirements,

The idea of useing Savings Stamps as currency,is fair enough,
I guess it would work OK,unlasa of course the US bod had so
riuch cradit over here that ne preferad to be paid in dollars.
For small transactions it saems to be a gosd iden,tho! if you
want to send £5 or £10 its casiar to send a money order, Oh,yes,
what would tha con comittee (atateside) do with the savings
stamps if all UK people sent then instead of "good" monsay?.

Ban the Bomb...if thay wanted to do something
really effective they would becorme a terrbrist organisation
bant on bulping off ALL polititions,hers and in Russia and any
othar country likely to consider using atomics in war, If a few
politition got assasinated the rest of them would be less sggar
to talk about A-ware, Actually I'd say it was pretty easy to
just sit down until carried away....after all they have their
friends all around them all doing the sanme thing, .besidaes, most-
of them probably think its fun...,until they get to the cop shop.

: - I've no doubt that many of them ars sincers,but I think.
rather niave ton....if they were as dadicated as, say,the women
of the Suffragette movament even,they would ba a tiny bit morse
effectiva,..why don't a few of them chain themsalvas to tha
railings ocutside no,10?..,Maybe they want no rowdyisem,tho!some
of the hangers on are honligans enough now...but I don't think
passive resistance will do mueh good,..they might ba arxgueing
rightly...out whats the good cf winning an argument when the
loser ups and bashes your head in?. -

I drool over that wondarful duper,..but;-£1,0001111111
ah, it sounds like the fannish dream come truae,

Cider Brian? Egad,what a peasant! Dandzlion & Burdock-
is the Drink of #pi¥ Kings!. Und it comes in largs stome jarsi.

BLETHERINGS 26. Ethol,
: . (but it saz 25 on the back page Ethell?)

i e I haven't got sSpaces Charge yet, (he murmurad
pityfully), but all the others,including poetmailings, (hars)

I don't think I like postmailings much,.,.but its too soon to

tell for certain...Wny has OMPA got poetmailings? When did OMPA
start to use postmailings?. Cantt everybody manage with the three
months that we have between rmailings? ¥hy not?. (I sesn to have
got carried away Ethel,..those questions are for general,OlPA,
circulation,not at you,...I just happened to think of it while
looking at yours and ths other postmailings...OK?).

L]
Y

SIZAR. Bruce Burn,
(5) - Apart from a J M Baxter "review" of a "S/F"

comic,, ,nothing much,,"a pretty oat..." and
all that,..why "howls"?...(So...!,thats what your beard was
made of!).f. :
PAGK RAT,Jimmy Groves.
A(2) : 4 Hay Jimmy,what about this Velikovaky,what
- 14 -
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PACK RAT 2,Groves., exactly are these "ideas" you "uged to sneer
at without having much idea of what thay wera"

: And whats thie theory explaining the "too hig"
coa} deposits?,If the coal wgs laid down in a mountain building
pariod the axplanation secms obvious enough.,.was the coal indoad
laid down in cuch a poriod?. »

The End of the Search...highly amusing.,.I wonder,will
you SrColers ever find a decent .clubroom,at a' rsasonable price,
I undarstand sverything is more expensive in tha Big City.
Ah,you have the Bock of Things?. .
I suppose you know the solution to this ona?., You have 12
coins,all absolutly identiole oxcopt for the weight of ONE coin,
I no more than 3 weighings find the odd coin,and wether it is . .
heavier or lighter than the other eloven. The method is whate wanted
there are,I belisve,at least two ways,dopending on wether the
coin is heavy or light, =
000000, 4 4444000000440 4ss0s000000,4.L4ss000000,40¢ss0s000000,¢s0s,000000

ON EIRST
LOOKING

Well,the first look is quite satisfactory,
there are some rather uninterzating zines,some a bit better,and

at least two excellent ongs,...besides yours,Ethal,which I
can't fit into a particular category...call it an Ethalzina,

I have hzard that O'PA has fallen on bad timds of late,
how accurate that statamant is I don't know,and possibly a
votran OMPAn will have a less gosh-wow opinion of this,the 29kh
Mailing,than I have,.,.but ther2 is a cartain thrill tha
acompanyisse-the recipt of ones firet APA bundle.” g

One ‘thing I can't understand, (I have parhape writtaen
thie sarlisr in the zina),is why it ie nacessary to have Post-
Yailings,therc seams to be 2nough time for averyong,oeven the
US mgn bars,to produce material between the racipt of ona
mailing and the next deadlina., Is it perhaps that peopls ard
loth to miss a mailing,thus they send the material which they
could have used for th: next mailing as a poetmailing,and then
have nothing on hand at deadline time so have to put out anothax
p-m, Or,ar2 some paeople of the opinion that to mail ones OWn
zines is safer, (bearing in mind the machinations of the PO),
than sending it out with the bundle. ' ) i

I can raadilly understand a parson miading a mailsng
or perhaps aeven two,thru' no fault of thair own...put it deas
seem rathar much that tha requiraments cannotlbe-flllad in the
other two mailings of tha year. '~ °°
= If anyona wruld cars to onlightan mdyyes44Ts

{8
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THE TWO FACETS
OF - ETHEL...

GOOD?
A

e b e YO
Pl / ! 'UNDERUINE
4 “, N, ! s ’ '_.-"’_ PAI U(ER'S
= 4 1ika to,unlags T gét worked up g L
and carried away by my own exubcrancggmake statemsgnts that Yoy
are almogt Parliamentary in their qualifigatioha,s0. & 3

A=

I parsonally think TAFF is a good thing, -
That such 2 thing has proved sucessful amongst so loose knit
2...80ciety.....as SF Fandom reflzéts great credit to the pseople
of that fandom, 3 ! ol

el

)

Thy then d2 I héag-ofksome fans who disapprove of
TAFF?. i i .
This is ancther point upen which I should like to
haar th2 opinions of othz2r OMPAns,pro 2r con.

™ And too,opinicng or information on the Gerfan 2quivalant
of TAFF....and any ideas and opinions of Garmages' and Europas
prasent position and 2ffeet on world-fandon,and spaculations on
tha eaventual positiom and sffect on world fandon,they might achicva,

Q=1 =0=0—=0=0=0=0=0 =0 ~N=N=0=C=0—0=0—C—=0=0

Mell, it looks ans if we won't naad a "shooting
7ar" to wipe ocut human kind after all.. If the Rusaians kesp up
with their bomb taeting,and-we and the US "rstaliata" by resumeing
gur own tests,why,w2'11 go out with the proverbial whimper,not tha
ang.
One thing I haven't noticed being mentioned,at
l2ast not in the British press,is that whils a certain lavel of
radiation might be tolarated by most of us thara ara other forms
oftE%rthlif which might not survive,or if thay do survive,will
mtate, -
For inastance,bactaria and virus. It could ba rather nasty &
if,say,the cormon cold virus werc to mutate in such a way as to
become a recal killer,,.or measles Or runps, y |
.. .0r perhaps the smaller insects get killed off,or changad, -
and don't "do their jcbs" proparly...that would upeat the balance
of nature aosme...possibly causa famines if enouzgh pollinating
inssctg are knockad off.....then again,maybes it could be the
plant life that g2te hit, (Death of Grass? ), suppose nornally
edible plants start nseerctoing thinzo which ars poiaon to usez?.

f—
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I was amusad,in a worbid aoxt ol way, i raad fhinf
church attendances are going up in thia aoutry,ana portinuinge
parson said that they've been having bieaar oomprvapntiionn Linn
theytve had for 2 hundred yanre....I puoan n 1ok of pangla
firure its about time they teok out oolaoptiinl Inaanoa po) Yalag,

Not that a ciear connoioeroa In llkaly tg diaunadn nn
atcm bomb from axploding...or paraunda 1,90 o haaona Tand niob iy,

A1l this talk of a ralirloua ravival vauigaly iaeeiawg s,
a religious fanatic makes ona awrul kind of n vobh ieoubor Sheenny
his amotions get the bettar of him, Maybe wo will g aaaing wainn
nasty rints within a year or twe,an tha rolipglona movamant (g
and the radiation hazarde incroano,

Radiation sheltaera,denigmad to prabtaol tvor tha arfanl
of fallnut from an atomio axplooion,ara liLtla una againul tha
crecp of radiation welwe cetting now,ono ann hoaad by atiny dn oo
shalter for a number of years,not and anrn n Living Lan,,, w4
mayhap some brigzht lad will o%urt putting donaatlo ntb=rndint iun
eprays on the market,to bo oonaotad,pourad into,anan oum ahoimes,
And than some brisht boy will atart eolling lond panka,..,.

I know that in the U8 £allout ahaltora are naw
becomming almost as pepular as tho familly oar,..n aoupla of UK
firms have startad producaingz/oonstruoting thom too, Wot that o
fallout shelter will do anyone in tha UK rmoh good,unlana 16 in

very dacp,and thoy tako planty of auppllan 1n

WRICH ONE with them,..if Ruoein woro ta plantaxr tha UK
WILL WIN with atomica thera would ba vary, vary, fow anrviver
even from the initinl
OR EVIL? exp}osiono...nnd tho [ —
air/ground pollution o e v
SEND would maka %t axtromoly (:‘(d)kn),'</x(7 =
"THE ENFORCERY inadviesable for thooo . -
10 AMERICA in shelters to oomo up I_{ OL} C W’ff\
for a stroll for a sood R )

lonz time.

British Civil Defence howaver is
bacad on the, (in my opinion, shakey)
assuption that ther will be survivors,
and safe,or comparitiviy safe,araao.

#
v -

Funnilly enoush,even thoush the

Civil Defence will be practically usalens
in the case of an all-out atonic attack.
thay have allready justified their axioctanoa.

in such situations as the Lynerouth
flondg and other national catastrophioen
they have done exellent wcork,and have
undoubtedly saved the lives of many paeoply,
suffering from exposure etc.,

But,an atcmic war....?.,.well if
' four H-bords et through to,say,Edinbursh,
Clasgow,Birmzinghar and London....does Y T 5
anyone serinusly imazine that there will ; \\L;7,(
ba many survivors,...and if thare are... o
and they get thaough the period of thae
killing radiation,and the firtt winter..,
Ccnditions for those who survive mipht
still be a little rousgh,
e, I rackon I'1l amigrato to Trlatan dn Ounm,
its comparitivly quiet and peaceaful out thare....

o s - o g S e S S e e By G O

And thats just about ENVOY 3 finichod,,,,ana you in
the 30th Mailing,
yours,
kan,

. CRINGEBINDER mwers

17 ~







